Naso Torah Portion Commentary

PARASHAT NASO
Numbers 4:21-7:89

Parashat Naso concludes the census begun in the first chapters of Numbers
with a counting of the Gershonites, Merarites, and Kohathites and a descrip-
tion of their work in the sanctuary. It also includes instructions for removing
from the Israelite camp those suspected of disease or those who may have
become impure by touching a dead body. Moses explains how to seek for-
giveness for wrongdoing and what to do if a husband suspects his wife of
adultery. The practices of the nazirite are repeated together with a descrip-
tion of the ritual for completing a nazirite vow. The portion concludes with
the threefold priestly blessing for the people of Israel and with a description
of the offerings brought by the twelve tribal chieftains to the sancruary ded-
ication ceremony.




