Numbers 8:1-12:16

Parashar Beba’alotecha contains mnstructons for installing the menorah in the
sanctuary and for consecrating the priests and Levites. It also describes the
procedure to be followed by any Israelite who misses bringing the Pesach
sacrifice, and it includes a description of the Israclites’ journey through the
desert. When the people complain about their diet of manna, Moses asks
God, “Why have You laid the burden of all this people upon me?” He 1s
counseled to appoint seventy experienced elders and officers to share leader-
ship and the spirit of prophecy with him. Among the appointed are Eldad
annd Medad, who are filled with enthusiasm. Despite Joshua’s complaint abour
them, Moses defends their right to act as prophets. Minam and Aaron crit-
icize Moses for his marriage to a Cushite woman. Miriam s punished with
leprosy. Both Aaron and Moses plead on her behalf. After being excluded
from the camp for seven davs, she 1s cured.




