Vayechi Torah Portion Commentary

PARASHAT VAYECHI
Genesis 47:28-50:20

-

Vayechi may be translated “and he lived” and records the last years and death
of Jacob. After living in Egypt for seventeen years, Jacob calls his son Joseph
and his grandsons, Manasseh and Ephraim, to his bedside for a blessing. He
asks Joseph to bury him with Abraham and Isaac at the cave of Machpelah.
Afterwards he calls all of his sons to his side and blesses cach one. When Jacob
dies, Joseph and his brothers bury him in Hebron. After their father’s death,
Joseph’s brothers begin to fear that Joseph will now punish them for selling
him into slavery. He reassures them that they are safe and promises to care
for them and their families. Joseph lives to the age of one hundred and ten.
Just before he dies he tells his family that God will return them to the Land
of Isracl and instructs them to carry his bones up from Egypt at that time.




