Toledot Torah Portion Commentary

Gmggﬁg 25:19-28:9

Toledot may be translared as “generations,” and “hisrory.” This Torah portion
begins by deser 1blng the birth of Esau and Jacob, the twins born to Rebekah
and Isaac. Esau is a rugged person of the outdoors; Jacob is a gentle person,
preferring the quiet of his tent. Isaac favors Esau, and Rebekah loves Jacob.
While still voung, Esau sells his birthright to Jacob for a pot of stew. Later,
at age forty, Esau brings pain to his parents by marrying rwo Hittite women.
When Isaac 15 old and near death, Rebekah and Jacob trick him mto giving
Jacob the special blessing he had intended for Esau. Esau discovers what they
have done and vows to kill his brother. Fearing for Jacob’s life and desiring
that he marry someone from her people in Paddan-aram, Rebekah persuades
Isaac to send Jacob to her brother, Laban. Mcanwhile, Esau took his first
cousin, Mahalath the daughter of Ishmael, as his third wife.




