This activity augments the Rodef Reads selection for 2018-2019, My Jewish Year by Abby Pogrebin.
It is designed to support at-home family celebration of the Jewish holidays.

Shofar Calls
Most Jews associate the blowing of the shofar with the ram sent to Moses to sacrifice instead of Jacob.
But the shofar and its calls have much more meaning. Many people believe that the shofar calls are
intended to inspire people to mend their lives and repent. In the Rosh Hashanah service there are four
calls: TE'KI'AH, SH’VA'RIM, TE'RU'AH, and TE'KI'AH GE'DO'LAH.
In this activity, you will learn the
meanings of the shofar calls and come up
with some of your own.
When to do this activity: Any time
leading up to the High Holidays
Preparation: You will need:
•
•

An internet-connected computer
with sound
Optional -- A musical instrument
and someone who knows how to
play it. A brass or woodwind
instrument is recommended, but
you can use a piano or even a
kazoo.

The Activity:
1. Listen to the sounds of the shofar. Here are a few of the many available sites and YouTube
videos:
a. https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=0jR20-0sy1Y
b. https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=pb0A_cPlHlk
c. https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=73Qw4HZkZDw
d. https://amenvamen.com/shofar-blowing-meaning/
2. Find out what the four traditional sounds mean. Here are a few sites with good explanations.
Read through a few and then discuss how they apply to our modern life.
a. http://www.mazornet.com/holidays/RoshHashanah/shofar.htm
b. https://amenvamen.com/shofar-blowing-meaning/
c. http://www.aish.com/h/hh/rh/shofar/Shofar_Symbolism.html
3. Hum or play the sounds using the score to the right using your own musical instrument.
4. If you were asked to create a new call to action beyond the ones we already do, what would it
mean? What would it sound like? Hum, sing, or play the sound on your musical instrument

Please send comments, suggestions and photos related to this activity to rodefreads@templerodefshalom.org. Photos may be
used in program publicity, including posting on a Religious School bulletin board.

